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GLI EPITHETI DI POLIPHILO PER ORDINE DE ALPHABETO

A NEW CHAPTER OF THE RECEPTION 
OF THE HYPNEROTOMACHIA POLIPHILI: 

THE EPITHETI DI POLIPHILO PER ORDINE DE ALPHABETO

Abstract
The essay deals with the Epitheti di Poliphilo per ordine de alphabeto, a collection of epithets from the Hypne-
rotomachia Poliphili which is transmitted by a paper booklet held in the Ambrosian Library in Milan and 
which was probably written in Veneto not many years after 52. The first part of the article provides a de-
scription of the booklet, on which the author of the Epitheti had previously written an index of the subjects 
treated in the first two books of the aristotelian Historia animalium translated by Theodore Gaza. Subse-
quently, the study analyses the main features of the Epitheti, trying to investigate the relationship between 
this collection of epithets and the linguistic debate of the first decades of the XVIth century; finally, it sit-
uates the Epitheti in the context of the Italian literary fortune of the Hypnerotomachia Poliphili during the 
Renaissance.
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Il manoscritto I 0 inf. della Biblioteca Ambrosiana è un codice miscellaneo 
costituito da quattro parti: la prima, quella che qui interessa, è un fascicolo in-
titolato Epitheti di Poliphilo per ordine de alphabeto, mentre le altre tre, che re-
cano nell’ordine i titoli di Index librorum cardinalis Carpensis, Inventarium li-
brorum Iohannis Pici Mirandulae e Index librorum editorum Fabricii Rinii, sono 
inventari librari risalenti al secondo Cinquecento e relativi rispettivamente al-
le biblioteche del cardinale Rodolfo Pio di Carpi (500-564), di Giovanni Pico 
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